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SIRS, % bin, re. de, gart u 4 
HA 7 'F lately F ig” 4, ab b . _ 
I this Sorrowful Gvcaſlon: was at your Inviv MN 
3 tation, 5 De ſire. Vow are the neareſt, concern d, th 
the Loſs be Common to more than hour ſelves. | He was 
J. d, us 4 Paſtor, to ſo many Worthy Citizens, and 
7 had a 'btculiar Tutereſt in ſo many of you, that for. me 
to addreſs to any Une in particular, might be W to 

have forgotten Several. 14 
* A deep Sence of this Aflufing Pr us benen n us, 

b with an Allay, from the Unctrtainty of our own (om- 

tinuance here, and the Hope of ſhortly following Him, 

to be with (h iſt, "and our better Friends above. Hum- 


12 Submiſſion to the Will of God is alway our Duty: 
How dear, delightful, and Uſeful ſoever our Relations 
were, -who are taken from us. We muſt not diſpute the 
Determinations of Heaven, or Repine at the Orders, of 
God's mofl Wiſe and Holy will: Our Buſineſs is, moſt 
dutifully to Acquieſce, and humbly Adore, for he giveth 
no Account of his Matters. 


A 2 I ſhall 


eee eee eee eee I 


2 
. 


" The Epiſtle. 


mad 


I ſhall not * fo beſpeak y our moſt ſerious, and 
peedy Care, in the Choice of One to fall bis Place,: Of 
how great baden and ( onſequence, that is, you cannot 
but apprehend. I pray God, ( the God of Peace and | 
Order,) direct you to a Wiſe and Unanimous Choice, | ' 
Let this ſurpriging Breach engaze your Prayers, that | 
God — pleaſe to prolong the Lives, and Mjefulneſs of | 
fur viving Miniſters, Elder, and Younger ; ; and, ) 
4 mere Abundant Influence of bis Holy Spirit, ſucceed © 
their Labours ; and ſupply their Mortality, by qualifying | 
Others to be Paſtors after bis own Heart. Now our 7 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf, and God, even our 
Father, who hach loved us, and given us Ever- 
laſting Conſolation, and good Hope, thro Grace, 
Comfort your Hearts, and Eſtabliſh you * 1 
good Word and Work! I am, | 


'SIRS, | 
Dou, in our Common Lord, 
London, May 30. | 
«oe FLY 
9 Fohn Shower. 
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i R 2 COR. V. 9. 

t Wherefore we labour, that wether preſent, or abſent, ve 
- | may /# Accepted of. Hum. | 

5 1 aw 

7 His is the Covdleſion; which the Apo- 


ſtle makes, from what he had declared 
5 in the beginning of this Chapter, more 
2 eſpecially in the foregoing Verſe; We are confident, 
T ſay, and willing rather to be abſent from the Body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord. From which words, 
many of you remember a Funeral Sermon was 
1. Preached here, fix or ſeven Years ago; upon the 
Death of your former, Worthy Paſtor. I need u 1 
not tell you, Who was then the Preacher, and ſucceed- + 
ed him in that Relation; you know too well, - 
whois lately dead, and in whoſe Room, and Place, es © 
I now ſtand. We are met to lament the very _ 
Seat Breach, which God hath made by his Re- 
ä moval, 


— 
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moval, and to learn what ſuch an awful Provi- 
dence, ſeriouſly conſidered, may inftruct us in. 


We ſee that our Fathers, and our Brethren, our 

Friends and Acquaintance, are from time to time 

ſharch'd from us; Some, whole Lives were more 

eſpecially valuable, by reaſon of our Relation to T 

. them, or their Uſefulneſs in the W orld; and 

= Lach is the more to be lamented, who tin all F 
Appearance,)might have been eminently ſervicea- 


ble for many Vears longer, if we had not pro- 1 
| vok d God to call em home. Let us acknow- 1 
ledge his Juſtice, adore his Sovereignty, and hum- ? 
ble our ſelves before him : Let us ſeriouſly conſi- 7 | 
der on what uncertain Terms, our own Lives are 


prolong d: Let us haſten our Preparations, to be 
habicually Ready, and then Willing : That when 
our Summons ſhall come, we may have over- | ; 
come the inordinate Love of Life, and be ready J 
to die, with our own Conſent. Let this be our 7 | 


' en a= 


4 Chief Deſire, to gloriſie God here, or above, in 
| either W 5 1 as ms Lord and Maſter ſhall = 
| chuſe and determine. This is the Apoſtle's Infe- J 
| | rence in the Text, as expreſſive of that Chriſtian | ' 
| Temper, and Character, we {ſhould all labour for. 


To deſign, deſire, endeavour, and be ambitious 
of, nothing ſo much as this, That whether we 
live or die, we may be well pleaſing to Feſus 


Chriſt. | 
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Chriſt. "Wherefore we labour, that whether One or 
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abſent, we may be accepted 2 him. 
Three Things need a little Explication, 


1. What is tobe underſtood by our being Ade 
cepted of (hriſt. kudecsoi 4dſ3- To be well pleaſing _ 
to him ; to be eſpecially favoured by him: We : 
read of being Accepted in the Beloved, upon our firſt xs. U 

turning to God : Which is rather ſuppoſed, than | 
meant here. Here is a Deſire to be the Object of 
Divine Complacency and Delight — to 
have ſomething wrought by the Divine Spirit, or 
done through the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, that 


Chriſt may tg pleaſure in. And he ſpeaks it 


as the common Senſe of Real Chriſtians. We la- 
bour to be well pleaſing in his ſight, whether we live or 
die. And this repreſents the genuine Temper of a 
Holy Soul, in both Worlds: For ſo we underſtand 


that Expreſſion Preſent or Abſent. 


2. Preſent or Abſent, thatis, Living or Dying : 
Whether at Home, or in a Foreign Country : 
Whether with Chriſt in the other World, or re- 
maining in this. It is an Expreſſion the Apoſtle 
ſeems very much pleaſed with; for he uſes it ſix 
times within a few Verſes: Preſent or Abſent, de- 


noting the two different States of a good Man; 
B 2 That 


— 


25 A Funeral Sermon. ny 
That of his Admiſſion to the Preſence of Chriſt 
above, or that of his Abode in this World. For 
Preſent, or Abſent, may either refer to Chriſt, or to 
the Body. The former ſeems to be underſtood 
here. VVhether Preſent, or Abſent, we labour to 

be Accepted of him, that is, whether we are at 
home with him, admitted into his immediate 
Preſence; or whether we muſt continue longer in 

| our preſent State; his Supreme VVill muſt deter- 4. 

1 mine ours. Otherwiſe, if we were to decide 

the Caſe, ivlouguey τ]ν, in the Verſe before, ve 
| are willing rather, we ſhould be better pleaſed, we 
= o- would prefer it: It would not only be whar we 
= would acquieſce in, but we would Rejoice, to 
| Retire from this World, and be abſent from the 

Body, ſo we may but be preſent with the Lord. For 

we know, that when this Earthly Tabernacle ſhall be diſ- 
ſolved, we have a Building with God, an Houſe not made 
with hands, Eternal in the Heavens. 4 

This Earthly Tabernacle : The Houſe of this 
Scene, or Tabernacle, If the Metaphor be taken 
from the Stage; where the word Scene is uſed : 
Mankind is repreſented, as acting their ſeveral, aſ- 
ſigned Parts, on a Stage; and when they have 
done, the Scene is removed, and he is no longer 
a Captain, A Prince, or a Beggar, who for a little 
while repreſented either of them But the Ex- 
preſſion may allude to the Jewiſh Tabernacle, in 
| | -:. the 
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the VVildernefs, a portable, moving Temple, chat 


was only to laſt for a time, and to be changed 


from a Houſe covered with Skins, to 2 ſumptuous 


Cedar Building, covered with Gold. VVhile we 
2 dwell in this Body, in this Tabernacle, we are Tra- 
vellers, and have here no continuing City, but 
long for a better Dwelling: We groan earneſtly to be 
I 4 0 ver. 2. to have an heavenly Body, to be 
4 cloathed with our Houſe, that is from Heaven, or 
one that is made of heavenly Materials. Or to have 
an earthly Body refined, and transformed into 
3 ſuch an one. Inaſmach as being thus cloathed, we ſhall 
not be found naked, ver. 3. that is, without any body 
2 atall, which che Law of our Creation does not 
3 admit us to aſpire to. The Apoſtle repeats it, 
ver. 4. We groan, not tobe ki but to be cloathed 
® 4pon ; that is, not to be exempted from wearing a 
Body; but robe in a better State, where we ſhall 
have a ber, and a better Dwelling, than now 
in this earthly Tabernacle. ' 
Others underſtand it of the Change, to be made 3% %, 
at the Coming of Chriſt to Judgment, upon thoſe, — 
7 who ſhould then be found alive. And in the Apo- 
ſtles Time, that was expected by the Generality 


of Chriſtians, as like to be during that Age, from 
a miſtake of our Lord's Words, concerning S. John, 
I vill, that he tarry till I come. On which there went g 


| « ſaying ul, the * that That Diſciple ſcuald — . 2 
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e ſhall ſo happen, chat at the Coming, of Cheilt | 
we be found alive: Being burdened in this pre- 


« ales upon: That theſe Mortal Bodies may 


oa dies: According to this Sence, the foremen- 
tioned Expreſſions may be undeiſtood to this pur - 
poſe; 1 * VVe axe deſitous to be cloathed u pon | 

© with gur Spiritual and Immortal Bodies, 1 it 


e ſeat Life with many AMlictions, we groan; not ; 
that we would be uncloathed, or deſire Death, t 

c only to be deveſted of theſe Bodies; ; but, if God Je 
< ſee bir we had rather be found Alive, and be th 
ebe changed into Spiritual and Immortal ones, pl 
without dying: And ſo Mortality be ſwallowed up | 
© of Life. Now be that hath wrought us for this, 


is God, by his Spirit giving us the Seal and Kar. vr 


* Fear of Death, knowing, that While we are at bone 


ports our acting from a Deſire of Honour: we are 


« neſt of our future Happineſs, ver. 5. Wherefore we bt 


ce are always confident, or have Courage againſt the 


in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord. But We 
< had much rather be preſent with the Lord, and 
c abſent from the Body; and God muſt determine 
< thar, and diſpoſe of us as he will. Wherefore we | The 
25 Iden, that whether preſent or abſent, we may be 4. pe 
< cepted of him. 


2. That Expreſſion, We Labour, in abs Original 
ſignifies, we are Ambitious of it. The VVord im- 


. 


deſirous 


en- Gefrous no the Honour to be well pleaſi ing unto 
ur · Chriſt. In one place we tranſlate it Study, and in 
on | another Striving. Study to be quiet, 1 Thel. 4. 11. 
is P. to preach the Goſ Ye where Chriſt was not heard, 
Rom. 15. 20. VVelabour, we ſtudy, we ſtrive, 
| we deſign, we endeavour, and reckon it our Ho- 
hour, to do what we can, that we may be Accepted 
and well pleaſmg, to our Great Lord, and Maſter 
Jeſus. And his whether Preſent or Abſent, whe⸗ 


be ther Here or Above, whether Living 'or Dying, 
ay | vhether upon Earth or in Heaven: To be well 
es, pleaſi ing to Chriſt, is our utmoſt Ambition. 

B 

5 Obſ. Whether a Cbriſtian live or die, be in the Body 


br out of it, it ought to be, and is, bis great Ambition, to Fl 
l pleaſin mg unto Chriſt, 1 ſhall endeavor to ſhew, 


I. VVhatis implied in this Labour, or r Anbition, 
ad whence it proceeds. 


II. That this is a moſt Fes Temper, tis 
the genuine Spirit of a Saint, living ang dying, to 
be thus Ambitious, c. 


III. That tis of mighty Conſequence, to our 
Duty and Comfort in this VVorld, to preſerve and 
; Antain ſuch a Frame, And,. 


are | oh RE | 
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iv. 1 (hall give ome Dire&ions in 40155 to it. 


1. Firſt, WVhat! is im olied i in his N or aw | 
bition: It is doubtleſs e an Honourable and 


Glorious Thing, to be well-pleaſing unto Chriſt : 


and there muſt be a fixed Deſign and Reſolution F 
to endeavour it; with i Diligence and # 
Careinthe proſecution of that Deſign. This will 
diſcover it ſelf, by an high Eſteem of his ſpecial 
Favour, and ſpiritual e, by an earneſt De- 
ſire of greater Conformity to him; by our Care 
to follow his Example; by intire Subjection to 
his Authority; by our Fidelity to his Orders, and 
Inſtitutions about VVorſhip; by an hearty Zeal 
ſor his Intereſt, and the enlargement of his King 
dom; by being ready, if called to it, to ſuffer for 
his ſake, G. 3 
Our Ambition to be Accepted of « briſt, will diſco- 0 
ver it ſelf, in ſuch things as theſe. This being our 
End, that which we habitually intend, and aim at, 
we ſhall purſue it from day to day. For what is 
our governing Deſign, will be our principal Care. VVe 


may then ſay with the Apoſtle, Jo me to live, is 


- « Chriſt Thevery thing OLE is called Life, is with 
© me alittle thing, any further than Chriſt is con- 
*cern'd in it, He is not only the Author and 


6 « Principle of my Life, and his V Vord the Rule of 
it: 


A Funeral Sermon. a. IP 9 


3 


n it: but He is the Zul of m y Life. My Lie i de 


<« voted to his Honour, and Service My Buſt neſs 
and Employment is to pleaſe him: And while 


live, I will unfeignedly endeavour it. If be 


* may be ma gnified; If I may any way ſerve 


him, and bis great Wieveſt, lam content, and de- 
d, ſirous to live. To pleaſe him, is the Deſi re, and 

4 the Rejoicing of my Heart. It will be my Hea- = OY 
alF © ven above, to live with him; It is now my 24 


\ 


: P/al. 119. 
Heaven upon Earth, to live to him. The like 5 * 
Zin x fray other Places. gh 


II. This is a moſt becoming Temper; tis the 


genuine Spirit of a Saint, living and dying, to be 
thus Ambitious to leaſe Chriſt. All our Rela» 
tions to him oblige us to this. We are His, by 
all kinds of Ri he and Relation on our Part; and 
by the deareſt Obligations from what he has done 


and ſuffered on Earth, and is now doing in Hea- 


ven, for us. His Love ſhould conſtrain us, to 


judge, (and act accordingly,) that we live no longer 2 66 of 


to our ſelves, but to him that dyed for us. That none of 


us liveth to himſelf, and no Man dyeth to himſelf; but 


| but whether we live, we live unto the Lord; or whether 
we dye, we dye to the Lord ; whether we live therefore, Rom: 14- 


or dye, ve are the Lords. Our Lives mult be for his“ 
Service, and our Death at his Diſpoſal. Our Co- 
venant Relation includes this. Oe Lord's Exam - Ia 56.4. 
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ple reaches us to endea vour it; who came from 
HUoea ven to do the Will of his Father; and He did 
Jebn 8 always thoſe thing⸗ which pleaſed him. He prefer d the 
'”  Glorifying his Father, before his own Eſcape from 
guun 12. Suffering. His Soul was troubled on the Proſpect 
75. of the approaching Hour of his Suffering: He de- 
precated the Danger and Diſtreſs of that Hour, not 
„ ſimply that it might not come, but that he might 
be ſupported, and ſaved out of it. And yet waves 
that Requeſt, it being for this Fnd, that He came 

unto this Hour, That He might ſuffer and over- 
N come; Therefore, ſays be, Father, glorifie thß 
| elf! i. e. If all theſe grievous Sufferings, which 
have now in view, will ſerve that Deſign, 

** they are welcome. And herein He ought tobe 
TA 5 4 
1 If we are led by his Spirit, and ſo are Partakers Þ + 
| of the Divine Nature, we ſhall find fuch a Ten- 
| dency in our Souls towards God, ſuch a Deſite to 
be always pleaſing in his ſight. There is in the 
Converſion of a Soul to God, a: ſecret, powerful 
Impreſſion, by the Divine: Spirit, which. draws | 
the Heart towards Heaven, Which carries it, in all | 
ics Deſires, Motions, and Operations, towards | 
God, as its Center. The Life of ſuch a Soul, is 
a a continual: breathing after God; he lives to God, 
and can never be quiet or ſatisfied in any thing 
elſe. He is acted from a Principle of Divine Love, ; 


which | 
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which mies him ſpeak this Language; aud an- 
ſwer this Character. He is abſolutely Reſſpn'd 
to him: He is ready to ſacrifice all for bim. He 
takes Pleaſure in his Honour and Glory, ftom 
whomſde ver it is paid: He rejoices in all the 

Praiſes where with Med and Ang bh do extol him: 

And muſt not ſuch a One doſive to pleaſe him, 
and be himſelf moſt pleaſed, whenever he can 


; think this is the Caſe: SoC 


The Experience of Real Chiiſtiins delß ps to 
keep them in this Temper: For while "iis TRE 


1 oY preſerve i it, they dwell in Heaven, they gell 


u God; 'rhey are nigh to him, Auch above the 
World. Lord! Ter me be well pleaſing in thy 
“ fight, This is the Deſire of my Soul; This is 
« « what Laim at; This I hope I ola, and do 

prefer, and chuſe, and am moſt Amhbicicis 
of. Ob, the Sweetnels, „the Pleaſure, the 
„when ſuch devour Applications ro Heaven, 
Tuner the Influence of the Divine Spitic, ) are 
anſwered by further Communications of Spiritual 
Light, and vert; and Joy! How mean and 
inconfiderable at that time, is all this World, and 
the Glory of it! The very Name of Wealth and 
Honour, of Pleaſure and Preferment, ate Words 
of no ſignification, to ſuch x Soul. All the De- 


lights and Dignities'upon Earth, are but Cheats 
and Miſery, 8 with that well grounded 


C 2 Hope 


— Sp 


' * r n 
r 


A Funeral Sermon. 


bY * 


PP 6 8 . — n 
? by . — — uw arg » „ — 


Hope of God's Acceptance, and the Joy unſpeak- 5 
able, that reſults from it 


Doubtleſs it concerns us All, to Poanice 
what i is our true Temper, and Charafter, as to this, 


viz. Whether we make the pleaſing of God, and 


being Accepted in his fight, our End? Is it for 
this that we labour, and 8 from day to day ? 


(Humane Infirmities and Frailcics 3 ) Is 


it this, that we have principally in our Eye, and 


upon our Hearts, to Glorifie God, and pleaſe 


him ? To keep in his Love, and to expreſs out 
Love to him? Are we glad of any Aſſiſtance and 
Help in this Work? Do we pray daily for it? 
And rejoice in any Succeſs of this kind ? Are we 

every day doing ſomething about it? And more 
eſpecially Earneſt and Serious, when engaged in | 
any thing that has an immediate Relation to this, 
our Great and Governing Deſi gn ? Do we value 4 


all our Talents and Enjoyments, (Eſtate, In- 


t'reſt, Parts, Reputation, Health, yea, Life it 


ſelf,) as thoſe who are dedicated to God? i. e. 


As they render us more capable of ſerving, and 


pleafing, and honouring our Great Lord? 2 Is God 
our End? 

Doth He poſſeſs the Throne of our Souls, and 
exercile his Authority there ? Are our Eyes ſteadi- 
ly fixed upon Him, intending his Honour, and re- 


garding his Will; in uy we do? 2 Are we inquiſi- 
[ tive 


8 A 


* 


8 
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from day today, as apprehending our ſelves nor 
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tive after fit and proper Means, (and diligent i in 
the uſe of them,) to purſue this? Do we deſire to 


be directed and taught in the way that we ſhould 
walk, ſo as to pla Him? Doth it quiet and 
3 Since or: Souls, ſo far as we attain this, or are 
4 regularly and hopefully employed in the Proſes 
cution of it? Do we find, that without this, none 
of the Accommodations of Life will ſatisfie our 
Souls? Do we reckon all our Care and Pains, 
our Labour and Suffering, abundantly compen- 
ſated, if He be pleaſed, if He be honoured, if his Iu- 
® tereſt be promoted? Do we maintain This as our Aim, 
in all the different Conditions of Life? and ſhow 


it in all Places, and Companies, as Opportunity 


offers? Doth it help us to break through Diffi⸗ 


culties, and make every thing eaſie, or tole- 
rable, ſo we can but pleaſe him, and advance 
his Glory? Are we watchful, to make ule 
of every thing, that may further our great 
Deſign, or be ſubſervient to it? Do we eſteem 
him as our Sovereign Felicity? Place all our 


Happineſs in him? Expect all our Good from 


him? And fear nothing ſo much as his Diſplea- 


. ſure? Do we value his Favour as our Life, pen” 


his Loving Kindneſs as better than Life? Do we 
feel a plealant Reliſh, and ſatisfying Vertue in 
his Love, and Gracious Preſence * Do we live, 


to 
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to be our own, but to have our Liyes and Faculties, 
and all our Proviſions and Helps, for our Maſters 
Service? Are we careful to walk, as under his Eye, , 
diligently obſerving the Motions of his Provi- x 
dence, and Spirit, according to. his Word? Are 
we intirely reſign d to his wiſe, Diſpoſing Will? 
Are our chief Deſires after bim? Our chiefeſt Con- 
fidence in him? Our chief Study to Approve our 


ſelves to him ? Our chiefeſt Joy in bis Favour ? 
Anda ſinful Diſtance from him, our chiefeſt Trou- 
ble and Grief ? Is our principal Concern here in 
this World, with bim, and for him, and our princi- 


pal Hope that ic ſhall be ſo in the other? Do we 


molt earneſtly deſire, that he would work in 18 
whatſoever is well pleaſmg in his Sight ? And fo we 
may but be ſuch, as he can love, delight in, and 
reward; we deſire nothing elſe in Heaven, or in 


Earth ? Are we thus Ambitious to be Accepted of 


Him? 


III. Let us conſider the great Ad vantage and 


, e Fratnry e 
Influence it muſt needs have upon us, as to our. 


Obedience, and Comfort. 


I. As to Duty and Obedience. This would 
teach us how to employ our Time, and not to 


* 
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trifle it way in Impertinencies. If my End be 


A Funeral Sermon. 


25 gbt, and I be true to it, my Buſmeſs is to pleaſe 
f 255 honour God: My Care and my Concern is, 
that Chriſt may be magniſied by me, in Life and 
Death. This will direct me how to fill up my 
Time. . This will hinder me from conſenting to 
any thing, that will diſpleaſe him. Eſpecially 
 Ewhen Tempted to pleaſe Men with the hazard of 
diſpleaſing God. Let us remember this, when 
ever r tempted, to value the Approbation and good 
Lare of Men, beyond the Divine Favour; or 
| to fear the Cenſures of Men, and be ſollicitous 
: to avoid their Diſpleaſure, more than to eſcape his 
# rown : and even in what is lawful and good, 
when tempted to regard their Thoughts of us, 
more than His All- ſeeing Eye. This might alſo 
Preſerve us, when we are entering into Tempta- 
4 ion, by an undue Purſuit of earchly Greatneſs 
9 nd Proſperity, and tell us, we mult Seeꝶ firſt + 
The Kingdom of God, and bis Righteouſneſs; Endeavour | 
Hirſt to pleaſe Him, and be accepted in his fight, 
ind leave to his wile Providence the Adio of 1 
| drher Things, when, and how 8 He ſhall ſee 7 
eſt for us. 


2. Apr to Gomfite: 20 Wha Peace. or Comfote : 
han we have, without this Deſire and Deſign? | 
How can we be pleaſed with ourſelves, further 
x an we can hope, we are Accepted of God or 
Forssb endea- 2 
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endeavouring to be ſo ? Our greateſt Intereſt is | 


k 


d 
concerned here, as ro both Worlds. Tis his Appro- » 
bation, or Rejection of us, that will make us Hap- : 

G 


py, or Miſerable. 'Tis a poor thing to be com- 


-anended by our Fellow-Priſoners ; if He, who is 


dur Supreme, and Final Judge, diſapprove. and con- is 
demn us. On the other hand, the Slanders of the n 
World may little move us, if we are perſwaded E 
of his Favour and Acceptance. For whenever he le 
pleaſe, He can make our Enemies to be at Peace C0 
with us; and as eaſily rectiſie the falſe Opinions H 
of our Friends. Or prevent any ill Conſequences 3 W 
from the Envy, Hatred, and Malice of the one, or 1 
the Miſtakes of the other. In ſhort, we have no bi 
better way to ſecure our Reputation, than by diſ-. C 
regarding the Judgment and Opinion of Men, 
whenever it comes in competition with the plea- fl 
ſing of GOD. Faithfully to endeavour This, will W 
make us regard his Word, as our Rule, and ſo an 
preſerve our Integrity and Peace : For we ſhall} 
always find it true, that He that walketh uprigbtiy, 
walketh ſurely, And whatever Reproach or Ca- 
lumny we may meet with for the preſent, 'wel 
ſhall be able to ſay with the Apoſtle, It is a ſmall 


2 
2 
2 


thing with me, to be judged in Mans day, to be caſt! 
at his Bar 2 The God whom | ſerye,l hope, will 4 7 
prove me faithful; He that judgeth me is the Lord. 
- Whereas without this Deſire, Deſign, and En- 
S225 3 deayour, 
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deavour, to be Accepted of God, we can have no 
well grounded Peace of Mind ; no Encouraging 
Z Teſtimony of Conſcience, as the Matter of our 
2 Rejoicing:: No Life of Faith, in a Dependance on 
God, and Expectation of all from him. (Which 
is che moſt pleaſant Life.) No reliſſi of the Kind- 
nels and Favour of Heaven, in our Temporal 
1% Enjoyments. No Communion with God, or 
ſenle of his Gracious Preſence with us, which is 
connected with a Deſire to pleaſe him. And if John. 8. 
He be with ns, he will always hear, and help us, 4 
VWhatſoe ver we ask, we receive of him, becauſe we keep : gehn 3. 
bis (ommandments, and do the things that are pleaſing in; 

= his fight. I might appeal to all Serious Chriſtians, 
concerning the inward Peace, and Pleaſure, Safes + 
ty, and Satisfaction, they Experience, when moſt 
truly deſirous to pleaſe God. And if they have 
113 Wounds and Bruiſes, Grief and Shame, Diſtreſ 
and Trouble, whether it is nor, when they ne- 
glect this? Or do not walk o Faichfully, and 
i, Uprightly with God, as at other times. 

lt were eaſy to enlarge upon the Solace and 
Comfort, which a Chriſtian muſt needs have, by 
. endeavouring to pleaſe God; beſides the Additional 
Joy, from time to time which attends the Succeſs of 
ſuch Endeavors. He is never employed ſo much 
to his Content, as in Worſhipping, Serving, and 
; uns Chriſt. And what inward Calmneſs, 
= = 9 Thank- 
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Thinkfulnc and Joy, mult he partake of, if his 


FE ndeavours be attended with Succeſs ? Eithef as 
a Private Chriſtian, or as a Miniſter of Chriſt. 
Such a Temper as this, will alſo help to pre- 


are us for any Suffering, while we continue | 


Faithful. It tends to preſerve the Peace of our 


Minds; is a likely means to Aſſure us of God's 
ſpecial Love. And what can we not bear now, 


in this World, if, with the Apoſtle, we are confi- 


dent of God's Acceptance, 5 that we ſhall nor 


ſuffer the Pains of Hell for ever? This would 
oblige us to conſtant, ſerious Prayer, and encou- 


rage us to Hope, and Truſt in God, and embolden 


us to do both, as what we bave found the only 
way to Peace and Comfort. 

And is there any better Preparation for Deathchan 
fuch a Temper and Character 2 Which the Saints 
preſerve even in Heaven. V Vhich is the ſame 
in the other VVorld: For whether preſent or ab- 


ſent, to be well pleaſing in his ſight, is all that we de- 
ſire now, or can attain above. Our higheſt Ambi- 


ton upon Earth, and what other Spirit Will there 
bein Heaven? If Heaven is not now begun in 


us, as to Spirit and Temper, we muſt Fall £ {hore 


of it at Death. For whether in the Preſence of 


Chriſt above, or in the Service of Chrift below, 
ic is the Chief Deſire, and Ambition of an holy 
Soul, to be well pleaſ ing in his ſight. 


VVich 
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With what Cheerfulneſs, and Confidence, may 
ſuch an one ſpeak in a dying Hour, 1 know in 
hom I have believed! I know in what ſafe hands 
« have truſted my Soul, and my Concerns, for 
«© the Everlaſting World | lam going ro my God, 

* and Saviour ; (not an Enemy, or a Stranger, or 
* an unknown God;) I hope I have ſincerely en- 
mW < ee to pleaſe him: I have prized his Fa- 
( your and Acceptance, and unfeignedly ſoughr 
it: Hehath ſo often dealt graciouſly with me, 
that I truſt, he will not now reje& me: He hath 
«ſo often heard me, and helped me, aſſiſted, and 

* accepted me, can not now believe, he will re- 

ce fuſe my departing Soul ; and caſt me into Hell. 

« Lord ! Remember thy Word unto thy Servant, where- 

+ *in thou haſt cauſed me to hope, when l firſt ventured 
my Eternal Salvation on thy Promiſe, and Pow- 

© er, and Grace, to ſave Sinners Haſt thou not 

ce given me the Earneſt and Seal of thy Love? 
« Oh receive me to thy Self, that I may know 
ce thee better, and love thee more, and live in thy 
ce Love, and Praiſe, and Service for ever! Shall 
1 that Love, my Deareſt Lord, which pitied me 

in my Blood, and ferch'd me from the Gates of 
<« Hell, and ſnarch'd me out of the Pollutions of 

« the World, and received me into thy Family, 

and Favout. now at laſt, refuſe to own me? 1 

© had never come unto thee, if I had not been 

_ | drawn 
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« drawn : had never loved chee, or inclin'd to- 
* wards thee, if I had not been loved firſt: I had 


never valued, or deſired thy Favour. and Acce- | 


** ptance, if thou hadſt not kindled theſe Delires : 
And ſhall I be made to long for that, which God 
will never give? Shall any, that hope in thy 
„Mercy, be aſhamed ? I would not love, and 


* ſeek this World, as my Portion, Home, and 
* Happineſs : My Soul hath ſaid, The Lord is my © ; 
Portion. Oh grant me, what thou haſt made me 


* chuſe, deſire, and love! When my Heart and 
“ Fleſh ſhall fail, ler God be the ſtrength of my 


Heart! ſupport me with thy Grace, fill me 
„with thy Love, ſatisfie me with thy Likeneſs, | 
«© and be my everlaſting Portion! Lord Jeſus, Re- 


„ ceive my Spirit ! 


As Chriſtians, of this Temper and Character, 
may dye comfortably ; ſo what their Gain by Death | 
will be, I ſhall briefly expreſs, in the Words of our 
be Worthy deceaſed Brother, Ablent from the Bo; 


een. Hy, and preſent With the Loꝛd. What an Ex- 


p. 10. 


cellent State, ſays he, are they in, who are Preſent with 
the Lord above, as Angels, and departed Saints are ! 
The very Place where they are, in called the moſt Ex- 
cellent Gloꝛy. There is no one there has any Mat- 
ter of ( omplaint left, no Thorn in his Foot, or (loud in bis 
Face, or Tear in his Eye, or Spot on his Soul. There is 


no Pride, or Envy, Jealouſie, or Diſtruſt, Weakneſs, or 


Folly, 


OO 
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Folly, to uk them unea ſie to themſelves, or one another : 
But All live in Glorious Light, intire Love, perfect Har- 


mony, and ſuch a Fulneſs of Joy, that there is no room me 


any Sorrow to creep in among ſt them,” &c. 
The Promiſe, and Hope of this Felicity, makiey 
us willing, rather to be Abſent from the Body, that 
ve may be Preſent with the Lord. And in order to 
that, ve labour, living and dying, to be well pleaſmg 
in bis Sight. 
VW hat remains, is to give a few Directions that 
we "w_ be ſo. 

. Lay the Foundation fure, by Repentance 
fem dead Works, and a lively effectual Faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Wirhout this, you have 
no Int reſt in him, or Acceptance with him. They 
7 that never were Partakers of the Spiric of Chrilt, 
are none of his: And they that are in Fleſh, can- 

not pleaſe God. VVithout turning from Sin by 
Repentance, and without Faith unteigned in Jak 
Chriſt, the Mediator, thereis no Reconciliation to 
God, or Grace, to ſerve him Acceptably. VVith- 
out this, your Souls are dead to all the Actions, 
Motions, Senſations, and Enjoyments of the [pi- 
ricual Life. You muſt therefore, humbly and pe- 
nitently, yield and ſurrender your ſelves ro Him, 
as your only Saviour and Lord. You cannot unite 
with him, but by receiving him, and reſigning 
your ſelves entirely to him. 


2. Dili- | 
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2. Wb ſtudy the Holy Scriptures, that you! 
you may know, What will pleaſe him: with an hin 
honeſt Deſign to comply with every known Duty. anc 
We are therein plainly informed what is that WI 
that Good, and Acceptable, and Perfect Will of God, | 
which we are to prove, and obey. We know what | 
will moſt pleaſe him, and always pleaſe him. What Yi 

Rem 1:. Vertues, and Graces, and Duties, will tend moſt 
„do his Honour. Such as Chriſtian Prudence, Ju - Fri 
ſtice, Temperance, Beneficence, Charity, Hu- tha 
milicy, Sincerity, Affability, and Condeſcenſion 
rowards all, wich the faithful diſcharge of the 
Duty of every Relation, c. Being fruitful in 
ſuch Good Works, is the preſcribed way of walks 
ing wortby of the Sand unto all. well pleaſmg. And 
there is hardly any one conſiderable Relation, but 
the Duty of it is urged upon Chriſtians, from this | 
very Argument, For this is well pleaſmg unto God. | 

Live a Life of Prayer, and Dependance 

Col 3.20, len God, from day to day. You can neither 

| 7%. 2. 7.plealſe God, nor your ſelves, without this. And 

| by bepging daily forgiveneſs of Sin, and delive- 
rance from Tempration, and daily Grace to glo- ſeel 
rife him, you ſhall be well pleaſing in his Sight, ſiſte 
and keep' in | bis Love, To this end, Eft 

4. Preſerve high and honourable Thou obes, of can 
the Love of God, and the Grace of our Lord Fed 

Jeſus Chriſt. If you think him an hard Maſter, for 


you 


Phil 4.18 
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t you will have no heart to endeavour to pleaſe. 
n him: If you take his Service for a grievous Yoke, 
. Band Serious Godlineſs for an uncomfortable Life. 
t {When you go into your Cloſets to pray, or come 
„to Publick Worſhip, or are any way engaged ſo- 
t lemnly to draw nigh to him; O think, Iam go- 
t ing to God, my exceeding Joy ; to the God of all Grace 
tand Love, who loves me bete than my deareſt 
Friends; and is more ready to hear, and help me, 
than my neareſt Relations. And whtvover you 
are called to do any thing for his Service and Ho- 
nour, O think of him, as a kind Father, ready to 
overlook: Infirmities, to make Allowance for 
Weakneſſes, to accept ſincere Endeavours, to for- 
give Overſights, and not upbraid us with former 
| Follies. 11 we have any ſuch hard Notions of 
Cod, as if we ſhould never be able to pleaſe him, 
and that he is ready to ſtrike upon every Offence, 
and unwilling to forgive us when we ask his Par- 
don, &c. That very Thought is enough to dull, 
and deſtroy all our Religion. 

5. Take it for a dangerous Temptation, to 
ſeek the pleaſing of Men, any further than is con- 
ſiſtent with our pleaſing God. It's true, a good 
Eſteem amongſt Men is not to be deſpiſed, if ic 
can be had, 25 kept without Sin; It is a promi- 
ſed Bleſſing, and a great Advantage, (eſpecially 


for any ina Publick Station,) in order to le 
Ule= 
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Ukefalncſ Put the fear of diſpleaſing Men, 


and the earneſt deſire of having their good Opi- 


nion, is frequently a dangerous Snare; becauſe, 
in many Caſes, we cannot be faithful to God and 
Conſcience, without diſpleaſing ſome, whoſe 


good Opinion we would be willing to keep. If 


therefore you reſolve to pleaſe God, you muſt 
expect to go through good Report, and evil Report. 
And remember, It is a vain and fooliſh 


many will be diſpleaſed, while others are plealed. 


Lafih, Live in a conſtant Senſe of God's Omni- 


ſcience, with a believing proſpect of bis Final Judg- 
ment. This the Apoſtle gives as the Reaſon, why 
it ſhould be our chiefeſt Care to approve our 
Hearts and Lives to God, in the words follow 
ing the Text, ver. 10. For we muſt all appear before 
the Judgment - Scat of (briſt, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his Body, according to that he hath 
dene, whether it be good or bad. God now knows 
every thing of us. Our moſt concealed Actions, 
our moſt private Diſcourſes, our moſt ſecret Ima- 
ginations, are all manifeſt in his Sight. All the 


ways of Man are before the Eyes of the Lord, and He 
pondereth all bis Goings. Not any, the cloſeſt Deſign, 
can be carried on, without his being privy to it. 
All the bidden Thoughts, Purpoles, and Affections 
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of the Heart are obvious to his:View : And there is 
not hing hidden, that ſhall not be made known. All our L. 11 2. 
Actions are regiſtred, and remembred, in order to 

a Final judgment. Then all our Talents and Im- 
provements, Omiſſions, and NegleQs,ſhall be in- 
quired into. Every Work ſhall be brought into Judg- _ , _ 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether Good or Evil. No 
artificial Diſguiſe ſhall be able to hide us, from 


te Scrutiny, and Sentence of our Almighty, and 


& Omniſcient Judge: And none of our Sins ſhall be 
forgotten: Not the Faults and Follies, that are 
now unobſerved as little, or neglected for their Fre- 
quency, or indulged for their Privacy, or overlookt 
becauſe done ſome Years ago. All Mens under- 
hand Dealings, and ſubtil Methods to deceive, the 
hidden Works of Diſhoneſty, the Ballances of De- 
ceit, crafty Theft, diſſembled Malice, and all the 
Intrigues of Envy, Luſt, and Ambition ; all the 
Actions of Chambers and Cloſets, vile Deſigns, 
and impure Wiiſhes, ſecret Pride, Heart-Hypocriſie, 
careleſs Worſhip, Cc. ſhall then be remembred, 
and accounted for. Every Mans Work ſhall then be, cor. 13 
13. | 


male manifeſt, for the Day ſhall declare it. 


What manner of Perſons ſhould we be, who 
profeſs to believe, and expect ſuch a Day of Reck- 
oning ? Whenall our Talents, and Opportunities, 
Capacities, and Abilities, Mercies, and Means of 
doing good; All that we have done, and aid ; = 

* that 
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that we — 82 to — done, but neglected; All 
in publick, and private, ſhall come into judgment! 
All the Sermons you have heard; and che Convi- 
ctions you have ſtifled; All the Promiſes and Vows 


you have broken All the ineffectual Reſolutions | 
YON Mane 1 Mace to Repent; The Temptations 


you have com plied with; the Warnings you have 
llighted, c. with all the Circumſtances of Acti- 


ons, and Affairs: How long the Patience of Gd 


waited on you, and the Spirit of Chriſt ſtrove with 
you-: For how many Years you lived in ſuch a 
Religions Family, or under ſuch a Miniſtry : How 
many: Deaths, and Funerals of your Friends and Ac- 


quaincance, you have milimproved, &c. For all 


theſe things you muſt. come to Judgment. The believing 
Senſe of this would aſſiſt us, to labour above all 
things, to be Accepted of Chriſt, who is to be our Judge. 
And if the Deaths and Funerals of our Ordinary 
eme and Relations ought to be improv'd, and 
muſt be accounted for, much more of Paichful and 
Uſefull Miniſters, who have ſpoken tous the Word 
of the Lord. Tis ſuch a Death, you know, occa- 
ſions my being here this day, viz, The ſadden Re- 
moval of my Worthy Friend and Brother, and your Be- 
loved Paſtor, Mr. Nathanael Taylor, wick e 1 
have had a very pleaſant, and uſeful Friendſhip; 
for near Thirty Vears. Which I am ſatisfied, and 
can prove, continued to the very laſt, on his 
Part, 


LEE) 1 4 — — 


: A Fimeral Sermon. 7 


Pare „ as rell as mine, notwiehſtanding TY 
Sureniſes- chere have lately been to o the con · 


trary. 1125 


As to hat Lhave to y of Him, I need not 
EY look. farther back, than to the beginhlieg of our 
Acquaintance. While he was a Student under a 
WVorthy, and Learned Tutor yet living, we met Foggy 
often to aſſiſt one another in preparing for Pub- 
lick Service, ſome Years before we began to 
preach: VVhidh we did about the ſame time, and 
had the Countenance, and Counſel of that Stent 
and Excellent Man, Mr. Stephen Charnock, on whole 
Miniſtry we both attended. He directed us in our 
Studies, and condeſcended to be an Auditor of ſome 
of our firſt Sermons, and afterwards would faith- 
fully tell us his Thoug hts: An Advantage we 
have often reflected on, wth Pleaſure and Thank- 
ful neſs. | 
His great Capacity, and Diligence, made his 
Improvement in Learning very diſcernable. His 
acceptable Preaching made him ſoon taken notice 
of; ſo that aſter ſome time ſpent in a more pri- 
vate Station in the Country, he returned to Lon- 
don; and, upon my going abroad, was lerled in 
the ſame” Station I had been in. 


. pals over the Years that interven d, all; it plea- 
E - fed 
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ſed God to open a Door of Liberty and Tolera - 


tion to Proteſtant Diſſenters, when his excellent 
Miniſterial Gifts, and uſeful Preaching, brought 
him to one of the moſt conſiderable eee 
tions in this City. You know very well, how by 


unwearied Diligence and Study, he advanced to 


greater Uſefulneſs. Which Diligence he continued 
to the laſt, tho to the impairing of his Health: 
Making Conſcience to grow in Knowledge by 


farther Study: And he found it true, That _ 


faithful Exerciſe of the Talents God hath given 


us, is the beſt way to improve, and increaſe them; 


fo certain is it, That to him that bath ſhall be given, if 


he be faithful to improve what he hath. 


As to his General Character as a Chriſtian, he 


ſcem'd to be of an even, ſteady Piety, very Regu- 
lar and Upright, without Affectation, endeavouring 


to live, as he preached, and to be an Example of 


ſiacere Godlineſs, which is the beſt part of a Mi- 


niſter. He was a Servant of Chriſt in the moſt 
| peculiar and ſacred Relation, both in Doctrine 


and Life, anſwering that Title. He was careful 


and conſcientious in the Improvement of his Time, 
which may be inſtruQive to others, who conſider 
not ſufficiently the value of our haſty and irreco- 
verable Time. He lamented his bodily Indiſpo- 


ſition upon this account, as hind ring Nm from 
Study, and from Publick Service. However he 


was | 
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was very ſubmiſſive under the Hand of God, tho 
his frequent returning Pains of the Gout and Stone, 
were ſometimes very ſharp. When, after his laſt 
ſevere Fit of the Gout, he was told 'by a Friend 
who viſited him, that he was heard to utter more 
bitter Complaints than uſual, he replied, That 
his Extremity indeed was very great, but be had 
not one hard Thought of God; And that he had received 
o much Benefit 5 his Afflictions, that be reckan'd them 
amongſt the paths Mercies of bis Life. 1 am per- 
ſwaded, they did greatly aſſiſt to preferve,and in- 
creaſe the Serioulneſs of his Spirit and Preaching : 
Eſpecially fince the Breach that God made in his 
Family, by the Death of bis Wife, ſomewhac more 


than a Yearago. To whom he ſhew'd the grea- 
reſt Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, during her long 


and languiſhing Sickneſs, and was very uſeful to 
her, as to what concerned the Safety and Com- 
fort of her Soul, in Preparation for another World. 


But tis as a Miniſter, lam eſpecially to conſt- 


der him, when I ſpeak to you, who attended his 


Miniſtry. world lead me too far to conſider 


his valuable Qualifications, as an Ingenious Man, 
free and facetious in Converſation, as a Faithful 
and Communicative Friend, compaſſionate, ſim- 
pathizing, and ready to aſſit, c. That Part of 
his Character you are no Strangers to; but on this 


ſolemn, mournful Occaſion, 1 chuſke to ſpeak of 
Him 
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Him as a Miniſter. of Criſt tand proceed to mind; ce 
you, that the- firſt thne he began to preach the fof 
ue days Lecture, after that Breach, be entred yo 
upon that Subject, which he did W to finiſh; IR. 
2 Sam. 23.5. Altho my Houſe be not /o with God; an 
Jet bath he made with me an everlaſting Covenant, ordered yo 
in all things, aud ſure: For this is all my Salvation, and th. 
all ny De ſire, alt ho be make it not to grow. For 8 BR 
ral of chole lerious, and judicious Diſcourſes, con- tir 
cerning the Covenant of Grace, from that Text, he 60 
was forced to creep into the Pulpit, and to preach, Pr 
as well as to pray, upon his Knees. + ſive 
He was excellently furniſhed. for his Work, a8 
An Scholars Being skilld in ſeveral ſorts of Leam- Neo 
ing, beyond many who can preach a profitable pe 
Sermon; as in the Tongues, in Hiſtory, in Geo- ct 
hy, in, Natural Philoſophy „ in Humanity, Jul 
but never made Oſtentation of it in the Pulpit. re 
He was very intent upon the Improvement of his m 
Mind, and inquiſitive into the Grounds and Rea- E 
ſons of Things, not taking them on truſt, where. | O 
he could fee with his own/Eyes.-- Tho Divine || ve 
Knowledge was his moſt valuable Treaſure, and l 
Scripture-Learning was moſt delightful. Hetook' H 
much Pains in Scripture-Criticks, and made no. || v3 
mall advance. He was a good Caſuiſt, and had || V 
ſtudied the Socinian Controver fie with anch Care, ar 
And as to thoſe great Doctrines of Chriſtianity, hi 


concerning 
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concerning + the Holy Trinity, and the Incarnation | 
of the Son of God, how. often has he counſell d 
you, to adhere to the Holy Scriptures," as the only 

Rule, Meaſure, and Ground of Chriſtian Faich, 

and not. go about to explain theſe Myſteries be- 
yond the Revelation of them there; or ever 
think to make out theſe Truths, by what we call 
Reaſon, for the Knowledge whereof we are in- 


| tirely beholding to Revelation, or the Word of 
God: There being no better Reaſon to believe a 


Propoſicion to be true, than to be ſatisfied it is re- 
vealed by God in the Holy Scriptures. 


The Doctrine he preached was purd and in- 


corrupt, the Truth according to Godlineſs, pro- 


per to enlighten the Mind, and moye the Ace. ; 


ions. And whatever this Subject was, he had 
uſually ſomething cloſe and Wee chat would 
reach the Underſtanding, and Conlcience of the 
meaneſt, in the Application. He was an able 
Exp ofitor of the Holy Scriptures, (thoſe: ſaving 


Onde from whence all ſpiritual Light is deri- 


ved j) and with great Clearneſs and Satisfaction 
would give the Solution of very difficult Texts. 
His Method in Preaching was Judicious, his Vi- 
vacity of Thought , Livelinel of Fancy, good 


Memory, agreeable Voice, Command of Words 


and Affections, and becoming Delivery, made 
his ne acceptable to all forts. And I realty 


hope 
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hope that his peculiar Talent to awaken Sinners, b 
the Terrors of the Lord, had very good effect inff ſing 
this City: For if his Subject led him that way, ha pro 
was indeed a Boanerges, a Son of Thunder. When f 
he was wont to ſet Life or Death before you, e 
ſpecially to deſcribe the miſerable State of a dying din 
Sinner, or of a loſt Soul in the other World; his P | 
Words, his Voice, his Looks, were ſuch, that 


what he ſaid, was as Goads and Nails faſt ned by t keſ 
Maſters of Aſſemblies, which are given by one bo 
Shepherd. 0 


But he did not inſiſt ſo much on the Terrors aſl 
of the Lord, as to neglect the Doctrine of the 


free and Sovereign Grace of God. He hath ma- f = 
ny years ago, declared his Opinion as to that 


Matter, in a Sermon before the then Lord Mayor, oy 
which he afterwards printed, from Luk. 10. 21. 3 
In that Hour Jeſus rejoiced in Spirit, and ſaid, I thank 


thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou 5 
haft hid theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and] 28 
revealed them to Babes. Even ſo, Father, for ſo it | __ 
ſeemed good in thy fight. He knew how to divide 2 


the Word of God aright, and to preſerve the Har- F 
mony and Conſiſtency of one Truth with ano- ; 


ther; as was evident in the laſt Diſcourſe he : 
preached here, concerning the Everlaſting (ovenant, | 
being well and wiſely ordered in all things ; ſhowing © 


how wiſely it was order'd, as to the Terms of it 
required 
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required of us, as well as in reſpe & of "the 7 Bleſ- 


f ſings promiſed by God : So as nl effectually to 


promote the great Ends of the Covenant; Viz, 


x the Glory of God, the Honour of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the Duty, Comfort, and Hap» 
pineſs of Man. 


In the Diſcharge of his Miniſtry, he not only 


kept to . terre, Religion, contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, not pretending to be wile a- 


bove what is written; But he frequently took 


occaſion to inſiſt on thoſe Articles, that were moſt 
aſſaulted, or were in greareſt danger of being 


miſtaken: He endeavourd to guard thoſe 1 


tial Trutns, which have been moſt boldly 
tack'd in our Age: As is evident by his Writings 
againſt Deiſm, and of Saving Faith; which are in 


all your hands , and are the beſt Picture of the 
Author, as he himſelf, upon a like Occaſion, 


obſerves of another. I may ſay further, That 


as to practical Points, he did nor conſult what 


would pleaſe, but what would do moſt good; 
and thetefore often inſiſted, on the ſtri Obſervation 


of the Lords Day, and fairhfully warned againſt 


any thing in practice, that ſeemed inconfiſtent 


with it. I mention this, as one of the many In- 
ſtances of his Faithfulneſs. I have heard his Diſ- 
courles | in private Families, after Recovery from 

F | Sick- 
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Sickneſs, or upon other ſuch Occaſions , very 
much commended. And the like as to his Ad- 
miniſtration of both Sacraments, becauſe What 
he ſaid was well thought on, and very compre- 
henſive, judicious, and affecting : Eſpecially as 
to Baptiſm. He ſeemed to have a peculiar Incli- 
nation and Love to little Children, in Imitation 
of our Bleſſed Saviour. He was concerned for 


the Riſing Generation, and therefore a true 
Lover and Encourager of all Young Students, whe 


were diligent and hopeful, as to their Parts and 
Morals. And as great an Enemy to other Mens 
ſtepping into the Pulpit, and intruding into the 
Miniſtry, who were never bred to it. As to 
which he hath often, and publickly declared his 
Senſe, that it would not only open the Door to 
Antmomianiſm , but was now the Blemiſh, and, if 
not prevented, would be the Ruine of Noncon- 


formity. He prized his Office as a Miniſter, and 


was much concerned to maintain the Credit 
of it. He was a very capable Judge of o- 
ther Mens Sermons, but a very candid Hea- 
rer. . . 
Tho' he had little Encouragement for ſome 
Years, as a Nonconformilt ; yet having weighed 
the Controverſie, and conſulted his Conſcience, 
he was always firm and ſteady to the Principles 
he 
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he profeſſed, able to defend them, and never 
aſhamed to o n em. He was not of a narrow 
Spirit, but very Charitable towards All from 
whom he differed. And they that are ſo, I am 
perſwaded, are freeſt from the Charge of 


Schiſm, in the Scripture ſence of that Word. To 


ſhow his Charity, he was for ® Occaſional (om- 
munion with the National Church , without cen- 
turing thoſe, who had not ſo much Latitude as 
himſelf, 7 5 

He reckon d ir, I an Eſſential Right of 
Humane Nature © for every Man to worſhip 
God according to his Conviction, and this 


< antecedent to all Humane Government, and 
© can never be ſubject to it. He thought that 


all Proteſtants, who take the Holy Scripture for 
the Rule of their Faith, Deſires, and Duty, have 


All the ſame Objective Religion, and are All 
of one (Hurch, whatever Names diſtinguiſh them, 


or whether they worſhip God in the ſame Place 
or no. © It is agreed, I hope, by all Wiſe and 


Sober Men, ( after all the Heats that have been 


F 2 ws 


* See Mr. Taylor againſt Dr. Sherlock of Schiſm. Chap. VI, VII. 


and NA.. Calamy's Abridgment of Hr. Baxter Life, 8vo. p. 558. 


which is one of the heſt Books, in Vindication of Nonconformity, I haue 


yet ſeen, 


T Biſhop 4 Sarum's Preface to his Tranſlation of Lactantius, con- 
eath of Perſecutors, - 
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between the (urch of England, and Diſſenters ; ) 
that there may be * good (triſtians of both 
forts ; And thoſe who are ſo, ought to love 
one another, as Members of the ſame Body of 
Chriſt, tho divided in their External Commu- 
nion by ſome unhappy Differences. —- God 
by his Providence can ſoon convince us, that it 
ould be fo. — | | 
© The Goal and the Stake, preſently recon- 
ciled the Differences, between thoſe two Ex- 
** cellent Biſhops, and Martyrs, Ridley and 
„Hooper, who before diſputed fiercely about 
** ſome Ceremonies, as we have done. I pray 
God grant us, ſo much Chriſtian Prudence, and 


cc 
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reconcile us. EE 

| ought not to forget his becoming and exem- 
plary Carriage, towards his two Fellow-Labou- 
rers. Firſt, towards Him who was his Senior ; 
to whom he ſhewed all due Reſpect and Aﬀe- 
ction. And afrerwards towards him, that was 
ſo much his Junior, to whom he ſhow'd the 


1 


DDr. Sherlock, ſpeaking of Proteſtant Diſſenters, in his Ser mon 
before the Lord Mayor, Nov. 4. 1688. Reprinted lately, in 8vo. p. 24, 
28. Where is more to the ſame Charitable Purpoſe, rending to heal the 
Breaches among Proteſtants, that forbearing one another in Love, in 
the Sence of our Common. Danger, we might unite our Endeavours, to 


keep out Popery. And what could be more Seaſonable at that time! 


"Temper, that we may nat need luch Means to | 


Tenderneſs 
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) | Tenderneſs of a Father, and the Kindneſs of an 
\ hearry Friend; having no Conteſt or Difference 
2 || wich either of them, but maintaining a good 
f- | Correſpondence, which contributed to promote 
- | cheir joint Sycceſs. And I am ſenſible, on many 
| Accounts, that his Surviving 4ſ$/tant hath an un- 
| ſpeakable Loſs. | 1 
God hath Providentially directed Him, for ſome 
Lords- days immediately preceding this Breach, to 
prepare you for it, by ſeveral Diſcourſes, tend- 
ing to vindicate the Wiſdom of Providence, in 
the Death of Wiſe and Good Governours, and 
other Uſeful Perſons, who are cut off in the midſt 
of their Uſefulneſs ; and to anſwer the Difficulcies, 
that may be objected againſt Providence, from 
the great Inequality in the Length and Continu · 
ance of Mens Lives, and the Uncertainty of the Time 

of their Deaths. 

There is one thing more | ought not to omit, 
and which will excuſe me from proceeding far- 
ther, as to any thing that might be ſaid of his 
Character and Life; viz.. that he was obſerv'd in 
his preaching Funeral Sermons, to- engage him- 

ſelf to ſay nothing, ordinarily, but what he knew 
of the Deceaſed. 

Let me therefore now proceed to the Melan- 

choly Part of this Diſcourſe, bis ſurpriging Death: 

. . 2” "mM 
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Of which, and the manner of i 18 1 wre the fol- 


lowing: Accoum to: give, upon the Rricteſt En- 


quiry | can make, from thoſe who could beſt 
inform me. 


He had been fwd afflicted with the Gand 


ſor ſeveral Vears. About two Months ago, he 
was taken with a Diſorder in his Head ; ſuppoſed 
to ariſe from the Matter of the Gout, being ga- 
thered and lodged there. But on the Applica- 
tion of proper Remedies, his Head was relieved, 
and a [mall Fit of the Gout enſued. Not many 


Days before his laſt, his Head was clouded to 
that degree, as to take little or no notice of his 
Children, when he laſt went to viſit them, tho 


at other times he was exceeding fond. The 
Night before he dyed, he complained. of wow 


Sings of the like Fit returning, as formerly 

whereupon be rook the Remedy he had been Gs 
cuſtomed to, for the quieting of his Pain: And 
that in a conſiderable Quantity, yet in a leſs 


Quantity than he had ſometimes taken of it, in 
former Fits. However it pleaſed God,, that 
the Matter of his Gout flying to his Head, and 


ſetling there, oppreſs d him wich a Fit, like that 
of an Apoplexy, before it could be dilcharged 
into a Formal Fit of the Gout. Which ſeems to 
have proceeded from the Suddenneſs of the 
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T Treuen of the Humour upon his . And 
being in the Night, ene no Oppemmiry for 
ſudden and ſpeedy Relief. 1 

Thus the Great eee * he World hach 
ſnatch'd Him from us, by a ſudden Stroke. Of 
the Wiſe: Conduct of Divine Providence in 
ſuch Sudden Deaths, he himſelf hath given us à 
very large, and good Account, in the Funeral 
Sermon, he preached upon the ſudden Death of 
Mr. Nathanael Vincent. Where he Conſiders the 
Abſolute Sovereignty anch Dominion of God: 
His deſign to prevent the many Earneſt Prayers 
of his People, for the prolonging of a Life, 
which he Hark fix d the Bounds of; and a | 
deny a Seaſon and Opportunity for Prayer, . 
deprecate what he reſolves to do: He con- 
fiders the Kindneſs of a Sudden Death to a 
Good Man in many reſpects: The Puniſh- 
ment and Affliction by it, ſometimes, to ſur- 
viving Friends, and Relations: And that tis 
always an laſtructing Providence to others. 
Severall pertinent and ſeaſonable Inſtructions, 
of that ſort, he gave the World, as the pro- 
per Improvement of Ar. Vincent's Sudden Death; 
The Reader may apply them, and profit by 
them, as the beſt Improvement of His. 
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4 And by what I have heard, He ſeemed. to 
have ſome Preſages within himſelf , that he 

was not long to continue here, or might be 
ſuddenly taken away, by the particular Care 

that he very lately took about diſpoſing his 
Temporal Affairs. And that he was not afraid, 
buc rather defirous of a Sudden Death, is evi 
Funeral dent from his own moſt affecting Words, in 
. Va the ſame Sermon. For my part, ſays be, on 
cent, p. S. nature Deliberation, I don't think it a deſirable thing 
for a Good Man, who is ready for Death, to be 

worn ava) like a Stone, by a long and continual drops 

ping. May my Houſe, and Soul be in order, and 

then the ſonner it quits this vile Body, and leaves 

this wretched World , if in the twinkling of an Eye, 

fo much the better! To which there is but one Cir- 
cumſtance more, which I ſhould deſire may be ad- 

ded; viz. That I may dye preaching the Ever» 
laſting Goſpel, or adminiſtring the Lords Supper. 
May my Taper be blown out in the Sanfluary ! and 

may 1 preſently paſs in an inſtant , from ſerving 

the (bis ch Militant here on Earth, to join with the 
Church Triumphant in Heaven ! But we muſt not be 

our own Chuſers, and to be ſure, God will diſpoſe 

all things in the beſt manner, for them that are 
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| What awful and Solemn Words are theſe! 


How near the Accompliſhment of his Deſire, did 
God condeſcend ? 1 ſhall not venture to make 
any particular Reflections upon them; but ra- 
ther beg of Cod, that this Publick Loſs may be 
laid ro heart by ſurviving Miniſters : eſpecially. 
his Particular Friends and Acquainrance.) and by 
all of you, who ordinarily attended his Miniſtry. 


I ſay tis a Publick Loſs we lament, — * 


ing the Station he was in of F minent Service, his 


Fitneſs for his Work, after many Years Improve \ 


ment and Experience ; and his being taken off in 
the midſt of his Days, in ſo ſudden and ſurpri- 
zing a manner. At a time likewiſe, which makes 
ic the more Afffictive: When the State of Reli- 
gion, as to Serious Godlinels, is at very low 
Ebb: When Atheiſm and Infidelity ſeem to ſpread 


like a Gangreen; and Chriſtianicy, in its Funda- 


mental Articles, is ſo boldly oppos d: And the 
Sacred Miniſtry hath ſo much Contempt caſt up- 
on it. 

Let us be awaken d hereby to greater Dili- 
gence and Faichfulneſs in our Lord's Work : Since 
our Time of Life and Uſefulneſs is entirely in the 
Diſpoſal of Heaven. Let us be Careful to Imi- 
tate what was Exemplary in his Character and 
Life Let us live — preach, under the con- 
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ant lenle, how near we. may be to — our 


ſelves; and how near they are, to whom we 
preach : That we may nor talk of Heaven and 


Hell; and the Eternity of both, with ua careleſs, 
trifling Spirit, when both Speakers „and Hea- 


rets, are ſo very near to one of em. Let this 
Providence enforce the Duty of the Text, and 


excite us effectually, to labour, more than ever, 


to approve our ſelves to our ” eat Lord, and be well plea- 


ſing in bis ſight. 


Let ſuch of You, as attended his Miniſtry, 
remember what he hath ſpoken to you, in the 


Name of the Lord. For all Fleſh is Graſs, and all 


the- Glory of Man, as the Flower of Graſs: The Graſs 
wither a, and the Flower thereof falleth away. Mi- 


niſters chemſelves, the moſt Uſeful of em, are 


Mortal. But the Word of the Lord endureth forever. 
And this is the Word, that by, the Goſpel is preached 
unto you. Many, hope, have Cauſe of Thank- 
fulneſs to God, for the Aſſiſtance they had by 
his Life and Miniſtry: Others, I fear, to be hum- 
bled, that they profited no more. And all have 
realon to make ſerious and cloſe Reflections 
on themſelves. Oh, reſolve to make uſe of 
Living Miniſters, as you will wiſh you had 
done, when they are dead! Let us Mac lov d 
him, expreſs our Friendſhip, by all due Reſpect 
| to 
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ur to hs Ls: and by all Acts of Kindneks t to 
5e his Or phan-Children. - And above all, be fo 2 
nd kind to our (elves, as from His Sudden Death, to re- 7 
s, | ceive our Lords Admonition, to Watch, add be Y 


All, Catch, 


* 


Ready, Mark 13. 35,36, 37. with. which 1 con- 
clude, Watch ye therefore, (for you know not when 
the Maſter of the Houſe GD at Even,” or at Mid- 
night, or at the Cock: crowing :) leſt coming ſaddenly, he 
find you ſleeping. And what I ſay unto you, 1 ſay unto 
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